LOWIR STORE - 520 yards walk from [iddic Stoke. Shops,
Peirol Siation and The Nags Head Pub.

MIDDLE

e ljluddies|Heritage \Wﬂ]}}

/=S5t Pefer & St Paul’s Church. n he late 1600s and carly A
2 - Parish Coundil children’s play arca. 1900s, gangs of mcn from /ocd/

s
Villages compcled for he much éD

sought afier, hough incredibly exhausting, job . o 10 o D/gg/ﬂg clay was dcarly
of digging clay or mud’ from Ihe marshes and - ,® a very fough job, and many S,
salfings of the River Ieaway. The S e® ¢ /‘7U(/’d/€5 suffered unimaginable heallh problems as e
men were known as fhe muddies’. o® a resull: Reports describe men suffering from chronfc - =
e rheumatisim, arfhifis, spraincd wrists and siraincd backs. Many also
e muddes fad fo foad (p 1o one ° suffered from scaffieman’ - form skin on parts of e back, as a resulf of

hundred fonnes of clay, from sifes induding e

Stoke Saltings, onfo barges for o® continual liffing, turning and rowing. Calluscs on hands, somechines

fransportalion up e river ° causing fingers fo join fogeiher, were a common resulf of e consfant
fo one of he many cement ¢ © usc, and rubbing, of a spade. ”
works. S ® Despife s, e men would only ever lake a few days off work fo repair scrious 7’
& damage Io Iheir bodiics - no health and safcly or 46 hour working weck 7
® reqguilations around fhen! 7’

°
Eim. ] [he only consolation was thal it was onc of the best paid jobs around, paying
g much more than farm labourers carned. 'uddics hept the work within a o 5
Haght kit circle - with the work normally becoming a father and son 7 W© °
o START| fradifion in many famies. 7 °®

At the height of Ihis local industry, in the carly 1900s, a barge / o® ¢ Stoke Saltings
load (100 lonnes) of day would carm e men 35 shillings - \\/ ]
shared out amongst a gang of about 10 muddics. They could \\@ e
offen load two barges cvery low fide and, it is ,3@
said, here would always be about 50 barges wailing fo be ;b\c'}\
loadcd on e Stoke [Marshes ar any one fime. <

° The income ey carned was sufficient o®
®o ™ for many of e muddies fo by~ £ ®
businesses, such as running pubs, / an

e once hey had finally laid /

) o, down fhcir shovels. o
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